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Concepts

Fruit Tree Pruning





Rules & Objectives



Shaping Trees



Shaping Trees



Strong Branches, Strong Trees, Lots of Fruit!



Shaping Trees
Central and Modified Leader



Shaping Trees



General Terms



Open Vase - Peaches, Plums, Apricots









Central Leader - Apples, Pears 









Water Sprouts



Scaffold Limbs
● Large limbs that form a tree’s framework.

● Select 4-5 scaffolds that originate on different sides of the main leader,

● The lowest should be 18 inches from the ground and face the mountains.

● Scaffolds shouldn’t be closer than 10-12 inches at their base

● Maintain Wide Angles (around 60 degrees)



Crowd Control



General Strategy

● Look for strong 

branches with wide 

branch angles.

● Remove branches that:

○ grow inward

○ are close together

○ don’t fit the vision

○ Grow at a V-angle



Less than 98 Degrees



Tools & General Terms

Hand Shears - Bypass style

Loppers

Hand Shears - Anvil Style



Cuts



Cutting vertical branches encourages vegetative growth 

necessary and opens the tree to more sunlight. 

Cutting horizontal branches is done to renew fruiting wood and 

to thin off excessive fruit. 





Remove Suckers Remove Suckers and 
watersprouts

Choose Scaffold 

Branches

Open the center canopy 
for air flow and light!

Open The Canopy
Remove Criss-Crossing 
Branching growing 
inward

Shape The Three
Continue Shaping; Don’t 
remove more then 25% of the 
canopy!

Continue, Next Year
Training is a process 
which occurs over years!

First step, 

Dead&Diseased

Remove Dead, Diseased, 
Damaged Branches

Steps



Fireblight







Rules & Objectives



Sources & Additional Information

https://homeorchard.ucanr.edu/The_Big_Picture/Pruning_&_Training/
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/training-and-pruning-fruit-trees-7-003/
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/training-and-pruning-fruit-trees-7-003/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/catalog/auto/PNW400.pdf
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/annual-pruning-of-fruit-trees.html
https://extension.usu.edu/yardandgarden/research/training-and-pruning-apple-trees
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/annual-pruning-of-fruit-trees.html
https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/uploadedFiles/TFS_Main/Urban_and_Community_Forestry/About_Urban_and_Community_Forestry/Urban_Forest_Information_Sheets/How%20do%20I%20care%20for%20my%20tree%20-%20Pruning%20Young%20Trees.pdf
https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/uploadedFiles/TFS_Main/Urban_and_Community_Forestry/About_Urban_and_Community_Forestry/Urban_Forest_Information_Sheets/How%20do%20I%20care%20for%20my%20tree%20-%20Pruning%20Young%20Trees.pdf
https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/uploadedFiles/TFS_Main/Urban_and_Community_Forestry/About_Urban_and_Community_Forestry/Urban_Forest_Information_Sheets/How%20do%20I%20care%20for%20my%20tree%20-%20Pruning%20Young%20Trees.pdf
https://mtmastergardener.org/news/19079/educational-video-series-on-growing-small-fruit-and-tree-fruit-in-montana
https://mtmastergardener.org/news/19079/educational-video-series-on-growing-small-fruit-and-tree-fruit-in-montana


Jovial 
Concepts

Welcome To the Team!!
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